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: AN INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR TRAVEL RS
"""""""""""" FIN DING THEIR WAY ACROSS SOUTHEAST COLORADO

A Project of Region 2, Colorado Department of Transportation
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All journeys have secret destinations of

which the traveler 1s unaware. - M Buber

SR Skier at the top of Raton Dass, aonrtesy of Louis Finberg
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Dear Porlovess

After nearly three years of community input, planning, design and collaboration, The Colorado
Department of Transportation (CDOT) Region 2 developed a Wayfinding System for Southeastern
Colorado that aids travelers in their destination decisions. This system was developed in partnership
with the twelve counties in Southeastern Colorado that are actively promoting heritage tourism. We
were able to leverage the initial success of Canyons and Plains to extend the system first within their
heritage region, and then into the neighboring heritage region of the Southern Rockies. In establishing
this Wayfinding System, we have opened the door to help travelers to discover the hidden gems in
Southeastern Colorado while also guiding additional customers to local businesses.

The Wayfinding System is comprised of two tiers of information — gateway installations and local kiosks.
The gateways provide an opportunity to highlight regional histories and point out significant attractions.
The local kiosks share stories most important to local communities. The information system encourages
exploration and provides drivers both pre-notification and reassurance as they navigate their way across
the region.

Many Colorado destinations have advertising budgets and media campaigns that reach potential travelers,
but smaller communities often rely on road signage to capture the attention of travelers. The signage
serves two groups — the visitor, and the local businesses that benefit when visitors stop, shop, recreate,
eat, and explore the attractions in our local communities.

It has been a privilege to partner with the local communities and regional organizations to create a
system of traveler information that covers one-quarter of the State of Colorado. I would like to thank
those who worked together to get us to where we are today. It is my hope that together we can improve
the traveler expetience for out-of-state visitors and Coloradoans alike.

Sincerely,
Mendsy Pellcl

Wendy Pettit
CDOT Region 2 Planning Manager

COLORADO
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2007

A Framework

for Wayshowing
is published

as a priority
recommendation
in the Canyons
& Plains Heritage
Tourism Strategic
Plan.

5

2008

Canyons & Plains
seeks funding for
interpretive signage
installations at the
Four Gateways

to the Heritage
Tourism Region.

2009

Gateway
interpretive signage
is funded with
$40,000 from the
Colorado Division
of Wildlife, and
$40,000 from
Preserve America.

2010

Canyons &
Plains is awarded
$170,000

in Federal
Transportation
Enhancement
Funds to add
fifteen additional
kiosks in local
communities.



2011

Southern

Rockies Heritage
Tourism region
completes a
formal wayfinding

assessment with
CDOT and

the Colorado
Tourism Office.

2012

Southern Rockies
is awarded
$370,000 by
CDOT for

a wayfinding
information
system of twenty-
three interpretive

kiosks.

e Arkansas River flows through both Herit,

Tourism regions. Photo courtesy of Canyons & Plains

2013

In collaboration
with CDOT
historians,
stakeholders
provide panel
content. The
wayfinding system
begins to build.

D............................................)

2015
Build out of all
thirty-eight kiosks is

complete.




WAYFINDING 1S THE MENTAL PROCESS
PERFORMED BY TRAVELERS IN IDENTIFYING
AND LOCATING THEIR TRAVEL DESTINATIONS.

WAYSHOWING IS A COLLECTION OF
COMMUNICATION TOOLS THAT COME IN THE FORM
OF MAPS, SIGNS AND OTHER MEDIA INTENDED TO

AID THE TRAVEL IN FINDING THEIR WAY.
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GATEWAY INSTALLATIONS PROVIDE AN
OPPORTUNITY TO HIGHLIGHT REGIONAL
HISTORIES AND POINT OUT SIGNIFICANT ATTRACTIONS.

T.OCAL KIOSKS DEPICT STORIES MOST
IMPORTANT TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES.




SOUTHERN ROCKIES: CROSSROADS OF CULTURE
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ONE PANEL KIOSK

TWO PANEL KIOSK

THREE PANEL KIOSK

¢ € ¢ ¢

FOUR PANEL KIOSK

SIX PANEL KIOSK

sk PANEL LOCATED IN
CANON CITY



¢ € ¢ ¢ ¢

ONE PANEL KIOSK

TWO PANEL KIOSK

THREE PANEL KIOSK

FOUR PANEL KIOSK

SIX PANEL KIOSK

CANYONS AND PLAINS
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Roof sheeting 1 x 4" tongue & groove clear aspen.

ONE PANEL KIOSK

Pre-finished ribbed metal steep pitched roof.

Roof framing 2 x 4" rough cedar.

Rustic design compliments rural landscapes.
Symmetrical signs are tall and highly visible
from the roadway.

TWO PANEL KIOSK

Interpretive panel size is 42 x 48" (May vary by
installation site to 36 x 36" or 48 x 48”).

Interpretive panels are high pressure
laminate (HPL).
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THREE PANEL KIOSK

Sandstone base is quarried locally, honoring
WPA masonry projects throughout the region.

Stone minimum width is 16", height varies from 12-16."
Stone extends 10-12" past the extetior kiosks posts.

The Works Progress Administration (WPA) was
a New Deal agency established to carry out public
works projects by employing millions of out-of-work

Americans during the Great Depression. Projects
prioritized labor over materials resulting in projects
that emphasized hand craftsmanship and use of local
materials as seen in Crowley County.

WPA Build Culvert in Crowley County. Photo courtesy of Colorado Preservation, Inc.
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A Haven for Wlldhte
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"THIS SMALL TOWN IS
PACKED FULL OF STORIES.

22



Looking Through
T1mc &. Nature
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Local kiosks will explain the history and significance of
a place and to highlight the character and context of historic

elements that are still visible today.

Communicating the cultural heritage of a place to a wide audience

requires that multiple visitor interests be covered, yet it also requires that a coherent story be
told. The wayfinding system allows each town to tell its own important stories, Conceptually,
the process can be compared to walking through an unknown city and asking a

local where to go or what to do.

Interpretive panels from Gateway Installation in Eads, Colorado. Courtesy of Cry Baby Designs.
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Prarie Sunset. Courtesy of Canyons & Plains.




