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Tansy Ragwort

(Senecio jacobaea)

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act requires every land-
owner to eradicate this weed wherever it is found on his
or her property. The Colorado Department of Transpor-
tation controls these weeds on its right-of-way.

The tansy ragwort is a poisonous weed that is respon-
sible for the deaths of thousands of livestock. Itisa
biennial or short-lived perennial reaching 1 to 6 feet in
height. The leaves are 2 to 8 inches long. When the
leaves are crushed, they give off a rank odor. The flow-
ering heads are numerous and contain yellow ray and
disk flowers. The flowers have 10 to 13 petals and are
(.25 t0 0.5 inch long.

For control, hand pulling should occur when soil is moist
and be certain to pull all the roots, since Tansy ragwort
has a tendency to grow from root fragments. More
details about this species and herbicides to control it are

available online at http://www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds.
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